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Writing Prompt 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: English Language Conventions 
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English/Language Arts  

Constructed-Response Items 

 

Session three, English/Language Arts, contains a reading comprehension task. This task allows the students to 

demonstrate their understanding and comprehension of narrative or informational text. The reading 

comprehension task consists of one passage and several constructed-response (CR) questions. Because this is a 

reading comprehension task, all the information students need to answer the questions correctly is in the text. 

All responses should be based on information from the text and will be scored for reading comprehension only. 

The following pages show the CR questions.  

An example of a top-score response is given for each CR question.  The top-score response demonstrates a 

performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to receive two points. The top-score response 

contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support drawn from the reading passage that 

accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in their responses to receive two points. 

 

 

 

 

English/Language Arts  

2-point Constructed-Response (CR) Rubric 

 

2 points  Proficient  
The response fulfills all the requirements of the task. The information given is text-based and 

relevant to the task.  

 

1 point  Partially Proficient  
The response fulfills some of the requirements of the task, but some of the information may be 

too general, too simplistic, or not supported by the text.  

 

0 point  Not Proficient  

The response does not fulfill the requirements of the task because it contains information that is 

inaccurate, incomplete, and/or missing altogether.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Page 11 of 19 
 

Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Informational Text 

 

Question 1 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

 
The pro-plastic bottles and bags side will do two things to prevent the bans from being passed. The first thing 

they will do is argue that plastic bags do not hurt the environment because they get reused to carry other things 

like sandwiches. The second thing they will do is say that making plastic bags and bottles is good for the 

economy because 10,000 people have jobs making them. 

 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to 

receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 

their responses to receive two points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 2: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Informational Text 

 

 

Question 2 

 

Top-Score Response: 

 
Rather than just telling the reader that people should be responsible for where plastic bags end up, the author 

uses distinct images to get an emotional reaction from the reader to prompt them to be more responsible. For 

example, the author describes a whale that died after having consumed plastic bags. The author later states that 

plastic bags are “hanging from trees and littering our beaches”- images that reinforce the photograph of all the 

plastic bags blown up on a fence. These images sadden and/or anger readers and thus cause an emotional 

reaction to help the author persuade readers. 

 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to 

receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 

their responses to receive two points. 
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Constructed-Response 

Standard 3: Reading Comprehension and Analysis of Informational Text 

 
Question 3 

 

 

Top-Score Response: 

 
The author uses a variety of statistics to support the assertion that plastic bottles and bags are harming the 

environment. For example, the author writes that “Since 2009, 12 states have considered a variety of plastic-bag 

bans, according to the National Conference of State Legislatures.” Additionally, the author mentions that 

“Americans use between 70 billion and 100 billion plastic bags annually, with families taking home an average 

of 1,500 a year.” Finally, the author states that “It takes about 12 million barrels of oil to make the plastic” for 

bags that mostly end up in landfills, further harming the environment.  

 

Note: The top-score response demonstrates a performance that exceeds the expectations of what is required to 

receive two points. The top-score response contains multiple pieces of text-based information and support 

drawn from the reading passage that accompanied this item, many elements of which students typically use in 

their responses to receive two points. 
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Extended-Response 

Standard 5: Writing Applications 

Standard 6: English Language Conventions 
 

 

Question 4 
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